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General Meeting 


July Meeting Program to 

Friday July 16, 2010 7:30pm o 

Our Saviors Lutheran Church Feature KGOIXA and his 

1035 Carol Lane _ Lafayette . . 
Humanitarian Amateur 


Club Field Day Operations 1 


Officers and Appointees 2 Radio Mission to Burma 


Training Class Schedule 2 


Grady Williams, K6IXA, was first licensed in 1954 and has been 
actively involved in most aspects of amateur radio from CW to 
June 18 Meeting Minutes 4 | ATV. Grady retired in 1990 after 35 years with Pac Bell in a ca- 
reer involving radio, central office switching, data, teletype, mi- 
crowave, PBX installation, repair, circuit design and provision- 
Ham Radio to the Rescue 6 | ing. 


Field Day 2010 2-3 


July 12 Board Minutes 5 


Ham Radlo/Outlet 7 | After retirement Grady became involved in running an auto- 
Club Repeaters mated Winlink 2000 mailbox operation. The need for this system 
was realized after manually handling Pactor Email on a cut-and- 
Club Calendar paste basis for the MV Spirit of Grace, a Christian humanitarian 
freighter on its maiden voyage to Roatan, Honduras in 1997. 
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Grady Williams, K6IXA and his wife Ivy with their Cessna 170. 
AMATEUR RADIO CONVENTION 


The next Amateur Radio Technician License 
Class is scheduled for Salvation Army Fireside 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 


Room at 3950 Clayton Road in Concord. P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Session 1 9-01-10 Caen 

Session 2 9-08-10 The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 

Session3 ‘9-15-10 Se eyewear mee era 

ee eee aoe 
ession -29-1 

Session 6 10-06-10 President - John Ronan K3ZJJ jtronan@aol.com 


: : : : Vice President - Dale McIntire AD6HD ad6hd @arrl.net 
MaMNad1oW 1ass gmail.com 
To sign up email HamRadioClass @ gmail.com Secretary — Richard Fletcher AFORF 
Treasurers - Doug Hinkley KI6VVV and 
PACIFICON VE testing is Friday October 15, 2010. Rebecca Hinkley KI6VVT 


Emergency Coordinator 


ARRL Field Day 2010!“ !=)7= WoMDH mieynanesymascom 


Director & Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall WA6JAU_ wa6jau @sbcglobal.net 


Directors At Large 
Dave Gordon N6SWE 
Ron Luttringer K6XC 
Jim Siemons AF6PU 


PACIFICON 2010 
Chair Marty Heyman W6MDH 
Vice Chair Paula Costa KI6MPD 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


The Carrier Newsletter 
Editor, Matthew G. Vurek N4DLA n4dla@k6ori.com 
Printing & Mailing: Jim Siemons AF6PU af6pu @arrl.net 


Webmaster — Marvin Miller WA6GBW 

Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney N6UPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis KT6Y 

Volunteer Examinations - Ron Lutringer KOXC 
Public Service - Pete Harris KE6ZIW 

_ Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles KG6HLV 

School Liaisons - Jim Siemons AF6PU and Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 
Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan AF6HQ 
Amateur Television Help and Information: 

John Schuler W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


= 3 i 


Photos by K3ZJJ. More photos on page 3. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
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ARRL Field Day June 26-27, 2010 


Heather Farms Park, Walnut Creek, California 
Photos by John Ronan, K3ZJJ 


Very special 
thanks to all 
the club 

i members that 
im set up, 
operated and 
dismantled 
our Field Day 
_ Operations this 
year !! 


June 18, 2010 MDARC Club Meeting Minutes 


Presided over by John Ronan, K3ZJJ 
President 


The meeting was held in the Our Savior’s Lutheran church on Carol Lane in Lafayette, Ca. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM by President John Ronan. 
Guests and new members were recognized. New members were 5 in number. 


The evening’s testing session results were announced They were nineteen tests administered with seventeen 
successes. Those were seven technician, six general and four extra class. 


Rick, KG6YMEF asked for help with a work party for the Red Cross. 

President John expressed accolades for the Salvation Army radio classes and its instructors. 

Chuck Graham expressed thanks to Trevor, WA6JAU, for his help with the Hornet ARC. 

Glen, NO6W, spoke of the need for more participants for the fox hunting effort. 

President John awarded the Kilroy Key plaque for 2009 to Paula Costa. 

The 70 cm Committee gave a report. Trevor, WA6JAU, described the power down. He stated that the transmit- 
ted signal profile was remodeled and submitted to ARRL. They agreed to the increase in power that the profile 
allows. There was consideration given to moving the repeaters to a lower elevation to allow greater output 


power. Thanks was expressed to John Stewart for his work on this subject. 


Steve, KA6SFT, Spoke about Field Day and said that they needed more operators. He said that dinner will be 
served Saturday night. He then told of the where, when, how and accommodations at Heather Farm Park. 


Marty Heyman announced that Pacificon will need more volunteers specifically for security and general staff. 
He also said that the option to pay for tickets online is in effect. President John spoke about the status of con- 


tracts for Pacificon for future years. 


The President then asked the officers and committees for any new reports. There were none. He then asked for 
any old or new business. There was none. 


Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, gave the evening’s presentation which was about Echolink and IRLP. It was well re- 
ceived by the membership. 


After the conclusion of the presentation there was a raffle. 

WAOJAU was presented with an award for his work and service to the club. 
The meeting was concluded at 9:20 PM 

Respectfully submitted by 


Richard Fletcher, AFORF 
Secretary 
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MDARC BOARD MEETING MINUTES - July 12, 2010 
Presiding Officer -John Ronan, K3ZJJ 
Meeting opened at 7:05 PM 


Attendees- VP Dale McIntire Lauren & Elizabeth Stiles Brent Morgan 
Glen Rickerd The Hinkleys Ron Luttringer 
Jim Siemons Marty Heyman Bill Ryan, KJ6IGX 


John Primus 


The meeting opened with a briefing on the recent Field Day event by Lauren and Elizabeth Stiles. Aside from 
the usual radio activities they mentioned that a dog and rooster were ‘rescued’. A visit from 1906 Reo owner 
was welcome and shown on ATV. It was noted that the directions leading to the event need to be improved next 
year and thanks were expressed to President John for arriving early and marking the parking lot to keep casual 
parkers out. A motion was made, seconded and approved to have Field Day 2011 at Heather Farm Park. 


President John announced that a parachute jump featuring portable ATV operations may be made at Pacificon 
2010. 


The subject of for-profit publication sales at club meetings was discussed. The estimated profit margin was 3 %. 
The ham publications would be purchased in bulk from HRO. There was discussion about charging sales tax 
when re-selling these items. It was noted that we are tax exempt. 


A proposal to purchase training manuals for the instructors of the upcoming Technician license training classes 
was brought up. After discussion a motion was made, seconded and approved to purchase eleven (11) of these. 


John, AF6RJ proposed that the club compile a list of new licensees with the intent of selling it to HRO and di- 
viding the profit evenly between SATERN and the club. It was decided after a brief discussion that this infor- 
mation was public already and there would be no market. 


Lauren Stiles proposed having ‘business cards’ made to facilitate passing club information to new hams. Jim, 
AF6PU, agreed to come up with a design and submit it to the board. 

President John said that the missing 2007 / 2008 Kilroy Key honorees have been 

identified and their presentations will be forthcoming. 

He said further that an Election 2011 committee has been formed by Jay, KT6Y, Ron, K6XC and Jim, AF6PU. 
President John submitted the idea that he would personally fund ‘rewards’ to be given to “fox hunters’ that suc- 


cessfully find jammers. After some discussion and a dissertation by Glen, NO6W, about the requirements for 
confidentiality that Official Observers must follow he suggested that a club award be given these hunters. 


Thanks went to Brent, AF6HQ for his excellent effort to clean and maintain the club trailer. He said that he’s 
been talking to members about uses for the trailer and is soliciting suggestions for any future uses. A discussion 
followed about antennae storage and keeping the trailer safe. The disposal of obsolete equipment, new equip- 
ment needs and it’s organization and layout also discussed. 


The Treasurer’s report was given at this time. 


A short discussion was held about Trevor, G3GYT’s use of the 2 meter repeater. Glenn, NO6W said he would 
monitor his usage. 


It was announced that the August Board meeting is moved to the 9" of the month. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 PM. 


Respectfully submitted by 
Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 
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Club Director at Large Leads Radio Operations to Rescue Stranded Off-Road Drivers 


On Saturday, June 12 around 1:30 local time, Jim Siemons, AF6PU, MDARC Director at Large, was checking 
his e-mail when he received a message from a friend who was concerned that his brother -- who, along with four 
friends had taken an off-road adventure along California’s famed Rubicon Trail -- had not come home when ex- 
pected. Siemons’ friend told him that his brother’s group had left on Wednesday with four off-road vehicles in 
an attempt to cross the Trail. Since Siemons and his friend’s brother were members of the same off-roading club, 
his friend thought Siemons might have some information. 


Siemons forwarded the e-mail to several other club members; within five minutes, he received a phone call from 
fellow club member Jenny Ward, KI6YBQ, suggesting that he try Amateur Radio to attempt to locate the miss- 
ing group. The Rubicon Trail connects Georgetown with the west side of Lake Tahoe. Although incredibly 
beautiful, it traverses some of America’s most challenging off-road trails as it meanders through peaks reaching 
upwards of 12,000 feet. There is no cell phone coverage on the Trail and very limited official agency radio cov- 
erage, making Amateur Radio the only effective means of communication in the area. 


Siemons grabbed his ARRL Repeater Directory and looked for a repeater frequency and offset that might cover 
the Rubicon Trail: “I discovered the KA6GWY repeater on 146.805 MHz with a CTCSS tone of 123 Hz in Pol- 
lock Pines/Placerville, California, more than 100 miles away from my location. I knew that I was not going to be 
able to hit that repeater with my handheld transceiver, so I put out a call on our club’s W6CX 2 meter repeater.” 


When Siemons heard President John Ronan, K3ZJJ, operating on the repeater, he asked for his assistance. “I 
knew he was at the top of the Oakland hills and would have a fair chance of hitting the Pollock Pines repeater,” 
Siemons explained. “He agreed to help out and K3ZJJ able to make contact with a couple of hams who were in 
the vicinity of the Rubicon’s trailhead who offered to help.” Merlin Scott, KC6BFV, was volunteering at the 
trailhead in the gatekeeper’s hut and had access to an El Dorado County Sheriff's Office radio. Ronan was able 
to relay information to a pair of deputy sheriffs who were on patrol in the area. Siemons said he also requested 
that a call be relayed via Citizen Band (CB) channel 4 (27.005 MHz), as many off-roaders also monitor and use 
it to communicate vehicle-to-vehicle. 


“T was able to report our efforts back to the families of the lost off-roaders, letting them know that everything 
that could be done was occurring,” Siemons told the ARRL. “I knew one of the off-roaders was a ham, but I was 
not certain that he had his rig or knew the local repeater frequencies. All the drivers were experienced, but that 
only went so far, due to fact that the snow levels are still quite high and the trail is still considered impassible at 
this time of year.” 


By 4 PM local time, Siemons said that hams and off-roaders on both ends of the trail were looking for the group, 
but due to the normal rough condition of the trail and the heavy snow, search and rescue efforts were slowed. By 
7 PM, the Sheriffs Office determined that it was time to launch a helicopter and search the Trail. “A ham using 
CB channel 4 made contact with the group and relayed this via Amateur Radio,” Siemons explained. “The heli- 
copter spotted the missing crew and landed on the Trail at approximately 7:30 PM and determined that everyone 
was healthy. One of the group’s vehicles was abandoned on the Trail due to a broken drive line, making it im- 
possible to drive through the tall drifts of snow.” Hams and the Sheriff's Office monitored the group’s progress 
until their exit from the trail. Siemons said he kept the families updated as to the off-roaders’ progress. 


“T want to thank the efforts of the deputies and the dispatchers of the El Dorado County Sheriffs Office, the 
amateurs of MDARC and their W6CX repeater and the amateur operators of the Rubicon Trail and their 
KA6GWY repeater. This event ended well, but even if it had gotten a lot rougher, it would have been better than 
it otherwise would have been because of Amateur Radio!” 

- - - from ARRL News 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


bf 
PeitiondOn 1-800-444-0047 


(503) 598-0555 /wh» 4.800-854-6046 
Salem, NH 
Oebiand, CA (603) 896-3750 
(510) 594-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 "RY "en Cate Oe 
(408) 736-9406 (303) 745-7373 
Woodbridge, VA 
Burbank, CA wW oodbridge. VA 
(819) 842-1786 ‘ aioe 
(714) 533-7373 wet ad Atlanta, GA ao 
San Diego. CA ( 351 (770) 263-6700 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- 


1 


rcleaes Calflora 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


ASH 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy. please call one of our other numbers, 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail Direct Toll Free Fax 

Anaheim, CA ana @hamradio.com 1-714-533-7373 1-800-854-6046 1-714-533-9485 
Atlanta, GA atl @hamradio.com 1-770-263-0700 1-800-444-7927 1-770-263-9548 
Burbank, CA bnk@hamradio.com _ 1-818-842-1786 1-800-854-6046 1-818-842-5283 
Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 1-303-745-7373 1-800-444-9476 1-303-745-7394 
Newcastle, DE del @hamradio.com 1-302-322-7092 1-800-644-4476 1-302-322-8808 
Oakland, CA oak @hamradio.com 1-510-534-5757 1-800-854-6046 1-510-534-0729 
Phoenix, AZ px @hamradio.com 1-602-242-3515 1-800-444-9476 1-602-395-1244 
Portland, OR or @hamradio.com 1-503-598-0555 1-800-854-6046 1-503-684-0469 
Salem, NH nh @hamradio.com 1-603-898-3750 1-800-444-0047 1-603-898-1041 


San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA 


Woodbridge, VA 


sun @hamradio.com 
va@hamradio.com 


1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


W6CX Nets 


Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Monday 8:00 pm SATURN Net = 147.060+ Every Thursday, 7:00 pm 

Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ Central County 145.680 Simplex 

Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net = 1241.250+ East County 146.535 Simplex 

Tuesday 7:30pm Fat City 10 meter SSB/CW Net 28.420 MHz South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 


FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 
224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25 MHz AM 


West County 145.110/- (107.3 PL) 


HF Net 8pm First Thursday of each month 3.890 MHz LSB 
ATV Internet Stream: http://www.w6cxatv.net/live 


July and August 2010 Club Calendar 


Friday July 16, 2010 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday August 7, 2010 9:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Monday August 9, 2010 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting *NOTE DATE CHANGE TO SECOND MONDA Y* 
Buttercup Bar & Grill 660 Ygnacio Valley Rd, Walnut Creek 


Friday August 20, 2010 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting, 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


wae The Carrier 
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